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Delivering local highway improvements in partnership with Town

and Parish Councils 2016/17 Addition of Pothole Repairs
Dear Sir/Madam 
You will recall that we circulated a letter in June to all Parish/Town Councils inviting bids for the “Parish Partnership” scheme for 2016/17. Bid(s) are to be submitted by December 15th 2015.
There has been another type of work that can now be included in the bid. Most of you should be familiar with the work carried out by our Highway Rangers, who liaise with Parishes to attend to local maintenance tasks. The work the Rangers do has proved to be both effective and popular with the local communities they serve. 

We have been considering a new partnership arrangement with Parish/Town Councils that would allow two rangers to repair pot holes on minor roads. This service would cost around £300+VAT for rangers to undertake a half days work. This cost includes labour, transport, materials, fuel, temporary traffic management, insurance and supervision.  

The County Council will still undertake pothole repairs across the whole network. This is done on a priority basis which means repairs on minor roads can take longer, or not be prioritised if they are below our intervention thresholds which local highway staff can advise on.  As local communities may want faster or different repairs, our “Parish Partnership” scheme will now include pothole repairs on the following basis:
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Parish/Town Councils may submit bids for a pothole repair fund, to carry out repairs on minor roads (ie not A or B roads). The County Council will provide up to 50% funding. For example, £1500 Parish Partnership funding would support £3000 worth of pothole work, equivalent to 10 half days per annum. How many repairs are undertaken will depend on the size and location of potholes. We will then consider and prioritise any bids, along with others, and announce the results in March 2016. 

In terms of how this would work in practice, Parish/Town Councils can firstly discuss their pothole concerns with local Highway staff. If agreed, then they can identify the location of potholes they want repaired on a simple sketch plan showing their location and approximate size/depth. This can be provided to the Rangers team who can advise how many visits will be needed to do the work. The Parish/Town Council would, as with other schemes, provide advance payment of their 50% contribution. If less work is required during the year we would of course issue a refund. 

We may also consider extending this to include other maintenance activities, if is agreed that funding for these can be capitalised, and will, of course, advise you accordingly.

I have also attached some important information about Bus shelter applications
Over the last few years the County Council has had two ways of funding Bus shelters, the Parish Partnership Scheme and a County Council ‘Bus Shelter Grant’. From now on, all further bus shelter bids will be submitted solely through the Parish Partnership Scheme.

If you have already applied for a Bus Shelter Grant and received your confirmation letter then please proceed with your scheme. When you have settled your invoices please contact Linda Girling (linda.girling@norfolk.gov.uk) who will arrange your refund.  The value of your grant will not change from that quoted on your confirmation letter. 

If you have not already applied for a Bus Shelter Grant but are working towards doing so, please submit a Parish Partnership bid instead.  I attach an updated guidance note covering matters to consider regarding bus shelters, such as highway safety, planning permission and accessibility.

Regards

Paul Donnachie  
Capital Programme Manager
Community and Environmental Services
Carrow House 
Level 4
301 King Street
NORWICH
NR1 2TN 
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